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112 Belmont #2, Somerville, MA 02143
www.pathfriends.org (617) 776 7769

February 7, 2011
From: Rebecca Schrumm of behalf of the Friendd®Gommunity Path
To: To the MassDOT/MBTA Board of Directors
Re: Public comment on $95 million contract (pending approv#héyBoard) for preliminary

design and construction management for the Green Liren&gin project. The contract is
proposed to be awarded to a joint venture of the GilbaildiBy Co. and HDR Engineering.

My name is Rebecca Schrumm and | speak on behalf é¥ridseds of the Community Path. We
extend our great thanks to MassDOT and to the MBT Aalloyour hard work on the Green Line
project and on the preliminary engineering contract prdpbatawill be presented to the Board
today. We greatly look forward to further progress onGheen Line extension.

Moreover, we'd like to thank MassDOT for the followingnemitments they have said they are
making to the Community Path extension.

« 1%is the 100% design of the Community Path extension frowell Street to Inner Belt
in Somerville.
« 2" Funding the construction of the infrastructure thatRath and GLX will share.
« 3. |dentifying property acquisitions needed for the Commupitth
And finally, MassDOT has said they will do environmenésting along the Path if required by
the Federal government

We hope to see these commitments reflected in this 386mdontract and in future Green
Line contracts, so we can feel secure in sharing this gead with our membership and the
with larger regional bicycle and pedestrian community.

On a separate but related note, we hope that the inbdiset project proposal for the Green
Line delay will be announced soon. At several public mgetin 2010, MassDOT asserted that
interim offsets would be proposed in the DEP Annual Rapalanuary. However, to the
disappointment the Friends of the Community Path andsttiee DEP Annual Report did not
propose any interim offset projects. We hope to see soterim offset proposals sooner rather
than later.

In any event, we look forward viewing the contract arergethe preliminary engineering
underway, so that the Green Line and concurrent ComynRath designs can move forward.
As we like to say with respect to connectivityo‘Lechmere — And Beyond!”

Thank you for this opportunity for public comment.
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My name is Alan Moore, also speaking on behalf of thenés of the Community Path. As
Rebecca said, we are delighted that MassDOT and theA\Bd on the verge of starting the
preliminary engineering for the Green Line extension ptoje

Over the last few years, the State’s recognitiomefutility, air quality benefits, and cost-
savings potential of multi-modal transportation paradigasbieen a most welcome sea change.

We especially appreciate the recognition of the Commurath extension as a worthy zero-
emissions transportation project with bike/walk synetgy will increase Green Line T-
ridership at a low cost per rider. We sincerely hopetthatrecognition continues with the
passing of the Green Line design baton from MassDOT plawinmgjon to the MBTA.

We hope that someday the Community Path extensiorcenthect the many dozens of miles of
the Minuteman Bikeway and Charles River Path networkifl.ti#re is a critical missing link in
this plan. That missing link is the one-third of a milélee Community Path route from the Inner
Belt area to the Lechmere-Northpoint area, wherehas/n in anapandphoto attacheto my
written comments, a multi-use path to the CharlegiRhas already built. Currently, there is no
continuing design and no design funding for this importaatien.

While we understand that this area is challenging to cvessequest that, at a minimum, one or
more alternative “corridors” for the Community Pathrieserved via a 10% design during the
upcoming Green Line preliminary design.

Performing at least this conceptual design would be censmtith Secretary Bowles MEPA
certificate that the Green Line extension design incthdeCommunity Path and not preclude its
construction. We request at least this conceptual ldwddsign be clearly expressed in $95
million preliminary design contract.

We have previously expressed why this one-third-mile missatly lihk from Inner Belt in
Somerville to North Point in Cambridge is crucial. Thoééhe many reasons include:

* So that the Community Path can reach Lechmere-NorthBod does not simply dead-
end in Inner Belt.

* For regional connectivity. That is, without the InneitBe Lechmere section of the
Community Path, there will be no actual path connedtmm East Somerville -- or any
other towns via the Minuteman Path -- to Boston.

» The East Somerville segment around Inner Belt hadeghsest environmental justice and
car-less household populations of any segment. It seemsgruous that this area
would be among the only neighborhoods with no direct Rathsa -- as compared to the
other more affluent communities that already have adoethe Minuteman and Charles
River path.

Lastly, | would like to address MassDOT's January 31 resptmthe SIP comments about the
Green Line, specifically on page 135, regarding their timirggfeering reasons for not being
able to construct the Community Path sooner, as annntdfset project.
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We understand that the entire Community Path, evemgy Belt, cannot all be built prior to the
GLX, especially the station connections and bridge undsesasHowever, as soon as the
southern retaining walls are rebuilt, the Path extenstuld be constructed from Lowell St. to
School St., a major accomplishment - being able tchr&dmerville High School, Main

Library, and City Hall, etc. We presume that trackcation and retaining wall construction will
be one of the first GLX construction phases, theestbe Community Path could be built, at
least in some sections, immediately afterwards.

In summary, we hope that the contract includes - dibgibmended to include - developing
conceptual routings of the Community Path connectiomfinner Belt to North Point, so not as
to preclude its construction. We also hope that patheem®n for Lowell Street to School
Street can be considered as a portion of the intefsatqroposal.

We look forward to working with MBTA and MassDOT, Greeind.and the Community Path
extensions, which together will vastly improve the qyalit life and transportation in the region

Thank you very much.
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION (maps at the end)

At least a 10% Preliminary Design for the Route of the Path past Washington St. is Needed

At this time, it may suffice to complete only a 10%lpnéary design of the route of the
Community Path from Washington St. all the way to thdRB&harles River path (via North
Point’s path network) to assure a full and completgnatent. As with the FEIR, a 10% plan
presents routing options, cost estimates, approximatkegr and whether it depends on other
factors (such as a highway or transit bridge attachéjl ttt would not require details such as
streetlights, precise widths, land ownership, exact ateg etc.

Appendix E of the Draft EIR included such design infororabn the Community Path, from
Lowell St. as far as Washington Street. However gthaare no details, no cross-sections and no
indications of interactions between the path and tiekBottom & Lechmere stations or with

the proposed Grand Junction path from Somerville to Cdagar

Support for the Path

During the FEIR Public Comment period, members of the puddjuested that the design and
construction of the Somerville Community Path be indlithethe Green Line Extension Project
(over 125 comments and 175 petition signatures). Martyegsetcomments requested that the
Path extend to Lechmere Station (adjacent to North)pasnpart of the Green Line extension
Project.

In his final Green Line environmental certificate issueduly, Massachusetts Environmental
Secretary lan Bowles made specific mention of the i@domty Path recommending completion
of this section of the Path:

| have received numerous comments on the FEIR expressing suppotéhalirex the
Community Path all the way to a connection with North point in Cambridge, and
requesting that MassDOT fund and construct the Community Path in itstentir
concurrently with the Green Line Extension project.... | expecMbaasDOT will
continue its efforts to support the project as much as possible. Irefivgaproject design
plans, MassDOT should consider future path connections to North point, and dregure
the final design does not preclude these future connections. | stronglyrage
MassDOT to continue to work with the City of Somerville and advofmatdse
Community path to identify sufficient funding for the ultimate constructithe Path

- Bowles, I. A. (2010) Certificate of the Secretary oeEgy and Environmental Affairs on the Final Environmental
Impact Reporthttps://www.commentmgr.com/Projects/1228/docs/13886feir.pdf

Additional Reasonsfor MassDOT to design the Path from Inner Belt to Lechmere:

There are many additional reasons why it makes sendafessDOT to design this last section
with the rest of the Path extension:

* The Path and Green Line designs need to be compatible &agé all joint design
issues resolved before Green Line construction, ortéte 8sks cost overruns later for
lack of anticipatory problem solving (as has happened ineBalhe with all the recent
bridge re-construction that will now have to be expezigiredone).
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Multi-modal access should be part of every transit expansicluding the Green Line
Extension project.

The Urban Ring project, whose bridge could include the i@onity Path, is not now
being designed due to a lack of funding

If this section of the Community Path is not designieelre will be no connection from
East Somerville -- or any other towns via the Minutefgail --- to Boston.

There are skilled locals here who have smart, effiaieas for Path alternate
designs in that section.

North Point developers have agreed to build the Commuatty #onnections beyond
this section through North Point (e.g., mostly in Caml&)jdgpproaching the Charles
River Paths -- much of this already been built.

Massachusetts needs a “complete transit” policy tomtae “complete streets” policy as
specified by the Massachusetts Healthy Transportation Gampa
http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/main/HealthyTranspor@tompact.aspx

This East Somerville segment around Inner Belt hadéhsest environmental justice
and car-less household populations of any segment.

With Somerville Environmental Justice Neighborhoodsin mind:

Notably, about half of the proposed Path along the GluXercs in the Somerville
environmental justice neighborhoods of Winter Hill andtE2omerville. These
neighborhoods have no direct Path access now, as cedrjpathe other more affluent
communities that already have access to the MinutemdrCharles River path.

As part of the Green Line extension project, the Masssetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT) has committed to designing timar@unity Path extension
from Cedar Street to Inner Belt, but not all the watheoEast Somerville segment of the
Path from Inner Belt to Lechmere/North Point. Ironigathis last segment (East
Somerville)-- the only section of the Community Pt tMassDOT has not yet
committed to designing -- has the densest environmentalgustd car-less household
populations of any segment.

Appendix E of the Draft EIR includes much design inforiorathe path, from the
Medford End as far as Washington Street. Thereaftee thre no details, no cross-
sections and no indications of interactions betweerp#th and the Brickbottom &
Lechmere stations or with the proposed Grand Junction pétie Path requires a
complete design between Washington Street and Lechmeéthea Friends of the
Community path (and other groups) can help MassDOT wishdgsign.

Four of the Somerville public schools near the Green ameproposed Path extensions
are in environmental justice neighborhoods. The Patlcrgihte safe, active routes to
schools with good air quality, helping to fight the epidesvaf childhood obesity and
asthma. After dropping their children off at school, mpasents can hop on the Green
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line to get to work. Older students can commute to jodsafter-school activities via the
Path and Green Line.

By increasing access to mode choices that do not reqsseg fioel, the Path will help
with ADA compliance and accessibility, bring cleanet lower household travel costs
boost area business and tourist economies, reduce dongasd provide desirable path
access and recreational space in Somerville Environmérgite neighborhoods
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